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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 April 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) U7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-7 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 02 April 2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)[3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 3632 

This is the first office action for application number 10/817,474, Mounting 
Assembly for a Dental X-Ray system, filed on April 2, 2004. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: "70". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office. action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement-drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: "68," in Fig. 3. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121 (d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (b) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement-drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
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even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 5, 
line 6 "32" appears to be incorrect and should be -52- and on page 5, line 1 1 , 
"chamber" appears to be incorrect and should be -channel-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: downwardly-extending leg portion, in claim 3, line 3, "linear 
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inner surfaces" and "a linearly-shaped bottom wall portion" in lines 3 and 4 of claim 6 
are not provided for in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 3 and 5 are objected to because of the following informality: in claim 3, in 
line 5, the recitation of "lock" should be -block- and "U-said" should be changed to -U- 
shaped--; and in claim 5, line 2, "whereins aid" should be changed to -wherein said-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for the base plate member is formed with a plurality 
of raised bosses having threaded chambers for positioning and securing a cover plate 
member, does not reasonably provide enablement for the elongated bearing block 
member is formed with a plurality of raised bosses having threaded chambers. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitations "said bearing plate member" in line 10 and "said 
base plate" bridging lines 13 and 14. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these 
limitations in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "said bearing block assembly" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 6,179,263 to Rosen et al., hereinafter, Rosen. Rosen discloses a mounting 
assembly, capable of supporting a dental x-ray assembly, the mounting assembly 
comprising: a base plate member (12) formed with outwardly-extending wall portions 
defining a U-shaped chamber about a longitudinal axis thereof and including upper and 
lower cooperating threaded orifices (Col.4, line 22ff), the base plate member formed 
with a plurality of orifices (32) for receiving means for mounting the base plate member 
on a vertical support member; an elongated bearing block (42) disposed within the U- 
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shaped chamber of the base plate member having upper orifices for alignment with and 
in rotating relationship to the upper cooperating threaded orifices by threaded members, 
the elongated bearing block member secured within the U-shaped chamber of the base 
plate member by securing means positioned within the lower cooperating threaded 
orifices; and wherein the plurality of orifices for receiving means are disposed along the 
longitudinal axis of the base plate member. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-7 are would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 3,662,981 to Hogrebe 
U.S. Patent 3,944,178 to Greenwood 
U.S. Patent 4,166,602 to Nilsen et al. 
U.S. Patent 4,447,031 to Souder, Jr. et al. 
U.S. Patent 4,487,389 to Ziegler 
U.S. Patent 4,501 ,557 to Tamura et al. 
U.S. Patent 4,651 ,966 to Suzuki 
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U.S. Patent 4,953,81 to Reuter et al. 
U.S. Patent 5,743,503 to Voeller et al. 
U.S. Patent 6,769,657 to Huang 
U.S. Patent 6,793,187 to McGee 

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0251389 to Oddsen, Jr. 
Hogrebe discloses an articulated carrying frame that includes upper and lower pivotally 
interconnected U-shaped members. Nilsen et al. discloses a counterbalancing 
mechanism for an x-ray tubehead. Souder, Jr. et al. disclose a support arm system for 
selectively positioning relatively heavy objects. Ziegler discloses a device attachable to 
a wall for supporting relatively heavy articles. Tamura et al. disclose a balancing device 
for vertically movable dental arms. Suzuki discloses a bracket for supporting a 
universal arm of a dental X-ray apparatus. Reuter et al. disclose a suspension 
apparatus for control devices. Voeller et al. disclose a video monitor suspension 
system including a four bar linkage arm. Huang discloses a support device for a 
monitor. McGee discloses a movable mounting bracket arm assembly. Oddsen, Jr. 
discloses a filter assembly for an electronic device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anita M. King whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6817. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). y 




Anita M. K\r\$jJ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 



September 22, 2005 



